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Annual Week of Prayer, January 18-25 


For the Unity of Christendom 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst say to thine 
Apostles, Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you, 


Regard not our sins but the faith of thy church 


And grant unto her that peace and unity which 
are agreeable unto thy will, 


Who, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, livest 
and reignest forever, one God. Amen. 


Let us pray—that the unity which it has been given 
to the churches to experience together may now 
find clearer manifestation: 


—that our churches may earnestly consider 
whether they are doing all they ought to do to 
manifest the oneness of the people of God. 


Let us pray—that a more profound study together 
of the doctrine of the person and work of Christ 
and of the Holy Spirit may lead to deeper agree- 
ment upon the doctrine of the church: 


—that we may know more truly that the way of 
Christ is the way of the church and that the 


mystery of his life is the mystery of the church’s 
life. 


Let us pray—for growth of agreement upon the 
nature ot the church’s unity and continuity as the 
visible fellowship in which all members, acknowl- 
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edging Jesus Christ as living Lord and Savior, shall 
recognize each other as belonging fully to his Body, 
to the end that the world may believe. 


Let us pray—that all Christian people may culti- 
vate a sympathetic and reverent attitude to all the 
forms of worship in which God confronts man: 


—that so they may be led to reflect upon the ques- 
tion of how far varieties in worship within our 
different communions make it possible to conceive 
of a similar rich diversity within a united church. 


Let us pray—that discussion of the painful prob- 
lems surrounding intercommunion may be made 
more fruitful and more charitable by the accept- 
ance of clear and agreed terms in which to dis- 
cuss it: 


—that both those who advocate and those who op- 
pose intercommunion before full union may re- 
spect each others’ convictions and that both may 
strive for the resolving of their differences. 


Let us pray—for a more perfect dedication to 
God’s will, so that all Christians, returning humbly 
to the only springs of mercy and power, may find 
that their feet are set firmly upon the path to that 
unity which God has designed for his people. 


—World Council of Churches’ Commission 
on Faith and Order. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Writer Says Leave Chapel Hill Case Alone 





Presbyterian Procedure 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

To say that I have been surprised at your 
recent “news” items and editorials con- 
cerning the Commission of Orange Pres- 
bytery and its efforts to solve the Chapel 
Hill difficulties, is putting it mildly. I 
have been disappointed! 

It is to be expected that the secular 
press should grab these bits of choice ac- 
tivity, for they know nothing of the pro- 
cedure of the Presbyterian form of church 
polity and government. But a paper bear- 
ing the name of Presbyterian and seeking 
to inform the church of activities within 
the church does, or should, know the cor- 
rect Presbyterian procedure. 

Thus, it would seem to me to be wise 
for those of us who know nothing of the 
complete picture of the case to stay out 
of the picture—leave the solution to that 
court of our church responsible for han- 
dling such cases, and if we want to par- 
ticipate in the activities—since we are 
not members of Orange Presbytery— 
PRAY that God will guide all concerned. 

I know most of the parties concerned 
and know them to be men of intelligence 
and have confidence that none of the par- 
ties have any axe to grind, but are seeking 
according to correct Presbyterian pro- 
cedure and under the guidance of God to 
perform their task accordingly. 

Thus, I humbly ask that we leave the 
editorial comments and reporting to those 
who have nothing better to do and the 
decision to that part of our church respon- 
sible under God. 


RusseEtt B. FLEMING 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 


Editorial, page 8 


Hymns to Be Remembered 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. .. Footnote to the Sydnor series (see 
page 12): What hymn would be most 
vividly remembered if you were not now 
able to hear recent music? 

The hymns of the era 1915-1930 are the 
ones now in memory and no more could 
be learned after that. I find the quick 
tempo of some hymns learned then very 
annoying and they persist most loudly 
sometimes. The few really good hymn 
tunes have truly been a blessing and my 
understanding of what is good has grown 
greatly since sound was barred. 

The Sydnor series has been of great in- 
terest and I'd like to see more articles on 
the subject. 





CIO ANE 


PULPIT-CHOIR 





Now, who will do the same service in 
regard to visual aids, or pictures, for 
church use? Some pictures impressed upon 
children fail to “measure up.” Who is 
to blame? 

Mrs. L. E. ALForD 
Kissimmee, Fla. 


Louisiana Did Not Approve 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

... The Synod of Louisiana did NOT ap- 
prove the plan for a Training School at 
Austin (OUTLOOK, Oct. 20). The idea 
was submitted to us by the Synod of 
Texas, with the suggestion that we might 
be willing to “approve in principle.” We 
were not willing to do this, for we had 
had no chance for study. Rather we ex- 
pressed our interest and named a repre- 
sentative to meet with leaders from other 
synods in consultation. . . 

W. A. ALEXANDER 
Shreveport, La. 


2000 Set for Revision 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The record-breaking sale of the RSV 
Bible is a tribute to those forward-look- 
ing Christians whose prayer and persist- 
ence brought it about, to those Spirit-led 
laborers whose Christian devotion and 
wisdom made it possible, and above all to 
the Living Word himself. 

Rather than being a criticism of this 
work, therefore, it would seem to be in 
keeping with their spirit, as in the spirit 
of THe OvuTLOoK, to suggest that in the 
midst of the glory of the triumph of this 
revision there be set the goal of a Third 
Millennium Version (for about 2000 A.D.) 
sponsored either by the same NCCCA or 
by the World Council of the Churches of 
Christ, with committees appointed soon 
to receive suggestions and to work more 
leisurely throughout the half-century. 
This, among other things, would permit 
the completion of the Old Covenant before 
the New, thereby avoiding the few incon- 
sistencies in the translation of quotations, 
for example, which are used as propa- 
ganda by those who would circumscribe 
truth to their peculiar theological jargon. 

These critics, as you know, are dwelling 
profoundly on such minutiae as the use 
of “young woman” in Isa. 7:14 which is 
quoted in Mt. 1:23 as “virgin,” although 
Isaiah was merely illustrating the near- 
ness of Judah’s destruction at this point 
and not referring in any way to the com- 
ing Christ Child; had Isaiah been trans- 
lated first, Matthew’s quotation could have 
been translated accordingly. And if the 
Christian portion is called the “New Cov- 
enant,” the former should logically be 
termed the “Old Covenant.” 

One inconsistency which is not as slight, 
and which the next revision would do 
well to correct, is the arbitrary transla- 
tion of prayer passages in 16th century 
English, while the same words are pro- 
duced elsewhere in 20th century language. 
Though popular usage is the reason for 
this, the same reason would logically have 
prevented revision of the rest of the Bible. 
The deduction could naturally be sup- 
posed that it is very important to read 
God’s-Word-to-us in modern language that 
it be more intelligible, but that it is not 
so important to commune with him intelli- 


gibly. Many, however, with Paul, would 
“pray with the mind also.” 

It was the KJV language which per- 
petuated to the present so-called “prayer 
language’; the RSV’s acceptance of this 
linguistic segregation of prayer will no 
doubt tend to continue it for another half- 
century or more. Jesus, his apostles, and 
the other Christians of the first centuries 
did not relegate prayer to a separate lin- 
guistic pattern; and prayer was as real 
as life to them. It will be universally 
admitted that one of the major factors in 
the serious diminution of prayer-life, pri- 
vate and especially public, is the use of a 
“language” foreign to our everyday 
thought and speech patterns. The familiar 
inference, by word or attitude, that “the 
preacher does our praying for us,” is the 
result. 

We need not await the Third Millen- 
nium Version to begin instruction in 
prayer, private and public; but this can 
be done more simply than inaugurating a 
“foreign language department” in the cur- 
riculum. Though ministers often advise 
praying to God “in your own words,” “ac- 
tions speak louder than words” is still a 
true saying; and the chances are that the 
majority of Christians who pray at all 
will “wait until the Bible says so” before 
feeling that it is proper to talk with God 
in living language, and just as, if not 
even more, reverent. 

Will you therefore please pass this sug- 
gestion on to the proper committee when 
it has been appointed? And in the mean- 
time, we shall all rejoice in the untold 
blessing inherent in the 1946-52 Revised 
Standard Version, and hope for an early 
reduction in cost that it may even more 
universally be read and lived. 

Palmyra, Mo. RAYMOND B. SPIVEY 


1 WAY: Teach Them Better 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Enclosed is my check for $1 for 100 
copies of the article concerning raising 
money for the church, “101 Ways vs. One 
Way.” 

We desire these to distribute to fam- 
ilies in the church... . 

I am in complete agreement with you. 
I personally believe any church makes a 
serious mistake when it allows any such 
practices by any groups. 

While this letter is being written, your 
January 5 issue has just arrived and letter 
is noted from an individual who feels 
your editorial cannot be circulated in his 
church. I once went into a church where 
this “raising money” was practiced but 
almost declined the call when I found the 
folks followed the practice. On a chal- 
lenge to teach them better (made by an 
older and wiser head) I accepted and then 
made my position clear—and the position 
of our church from the beginning. Most 
of the people fell in line immediately and 
actually many of the women thanked me 
for bringing the change about, for they 
said they preferred to give $5 to having 
all the work suppers, etc., entailed. 

I hope your editorial gets widespread 
attention. It will mean a blessing to our 
church and our people—even those who 
do not agree. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. Ww. H. BECKMANN 


More Attractive 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The new type of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT 
LooK makes it more attractive and more 
easily read. You put out a good paper 
and I thoroughly enjoy it. 

Hillsville, Va. STAFFORD M. QUERY 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North 
Telephone 2-9492. 


10¢ a copy, $4.09 a year. 


Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Ford Foundation Grants 
$50,000 for N. C. Study 


Provision of $50,000 for a study of its 
institutions of higher education has been 
made to the Synod of North Carolina by 
the Ford Foundation. The fact that 
North Carolina, the largest of Southern 
Presbyterian synods, has the largest num- 
ber of institutions, is felt by leaders to 
offer an opportunity to set up standards 
and procedures for other synods—and for 
other churches. The N. C. study is to 
be made within the synod itself and its 
findings and recommendations will be 
checked and evaluated by recognized 
Christian educators from outside. 





Fayetteville Area Places 
Second in Seminary Effort 


With only the Charlotte area ahead of 
it, Fayetteville Presbytery (N.C.) 
churches and those nearby gave and 
pledged $181,534 in Union Seminary’s 
campaign which closed just before Christ- 
mas. Charlotte, with the largest con- 
centration of Presbyterians in its vicinity, 
gave $287,617. Largest per communi- 
cant gifts were made in the Fayetteville 
area by the Laurinburg congregation 
($59) the Church-in-the-Pines at Laurel 
Hill ($50). Final reports from the Char- 
lotte area showed Trinity Church (Ovurt- 
LOOK, Nov. 17) still at the top in per 
communicant gifts ($64) followed by 
Myers Park ($42.60) with its largest 
total of any church—$79,000. On a five- 
year goal for $2,500,000, this campaign 
for the seminary had a total of $2,321,- 
207 at the end of its FIRST year. 


Agnes Scott Gets 
“Top Ten” Rating 


When it comes to comparing the wom- 
en’s colleges whose graduates may be ex- 
pected to “‘add to the world’s knowledge,” 
Agnes Scott in Decatur, Ga., is ranked 
among the top ten, according to an article 
in the January issue of Mademoiselle 
magazine. Based on a study reported in 
a forthcoming book, The Younger Amer- 
ican Scholar: His Collegiate Origins, by 
Knapp and Greenbaum, the report makes 
it clear that its test is not made on other 
standards but solely on the production 
of students who go into scholarly re- 
search, teaching and experiment. Col- 
leges, which produce an unusual number 
of such students, it is said, “give other 


CUNNINGHAM: Heads A.A.C. 


Among tne major responsibilities to be 
faced by Davidson College’s President 
John R. Cunningham (above) as pres- 
ident of the Association of American 
Colleges will be the choice of a successor 
to Guy R. Snavely as executive director 
of the Association. Dr. Snavely has served 
since 1937 and will retire in July. 

The Davidson administrator succeeded 
the president of Texas Christian Univer- 
sity, M. E. Sadler, as national president 
of the AAC. He has been a member of 
the executive committee for several years 
and last year was its vice-president. 


First to Meet Quota 


First church in the General Assembly 
to meet its quota on the $2,000,000 cam- 
paign for Negro work and Stillman Col- 
lege is thought to be the First church, 
Cleburne, Texas. This church has paid 
its full three-year quota of $579 to the 
synod’s central treasurer. 

Texas quotas were assigned last Sep- 
tember so that sums could be included in 
the synod’s all-inclusive benevolence 
budget and distributed to congregations 
along with other askings. 

The Cleburne church, where J. L. Tits- 
worth is pastor and H. T. George is 
treasurer, has also overpaid its 1952-53 
benevolence askings of $3,518 by $326. 





students a lifetime taste for learning. A 
college that turns out five scholars is cer- 
tain to turn out a hundred other gradu- 
ates convinced of their eternal obligation 
to ask questions and find out.” 





St. Johns Presbytery 
Looks at So-Called 


‘Adverse Influences’ 


Urges Better Informed Leaders 
Caution in Receiving Ministers 


At least one presbytery among South- 
ern Presbyterians is training its guns on 
certain ‘‘adverse influences” and seeking 
to warn its people to be alert to them. 


St. Johns in Florida, the largest of the 
Assembly’s presbyteries, heard from a 
three-man committee at its last meeting 
and adopted its report and recommenda- 
tions. Marshall C. Dendy, then pastor 
at Orlando and now executive secretary 
of the Assembly’s Board of Christian Ed- 
ucation, Thos. P. Johnston, Dunedin 
pastor, and Elder Kingsley Harris made 
up the committee. 


As a result of a presbytery-wide study, 
the committee reported : 


We define “Adverse Influences” as be- 
ing those things which tend to bring 
friction between the presbytery and its 
ministers, or between ministers and their 
Sessions, congregations, or church or- 
ganizations, and tend to impede the prog- 
ress and to disrupt the harmony of the 
work of Christ’s Kingdom as conceived 
by our Presbyterian Church. 

We list the following as “influences,” 
which, in the mind of the committee, af- 
fect adversely the unity and the effec- 
tiveness of our church: 

1. The introduction into our Sunday 
schools and youth organizations of litera- 
ture which has not been prepared by our 
Boards which contains material critical 
of our church and contrary to the teach- 
ings of our Presbyterian faith. 

2. The establishment among. our 
Presbyterian people of independent Bi- 
ble classes, by laymen or by ministers 
from without the bounds of the presby- 
tery, who have not been invited or ap- 
proved by local Sessions. 

3. The widespread use of the so-called 
Scofield Bible by those who do not know 
its full implication, which leads to an 
emphasis upon Dispensationalism which 
the General Assembly has ruled as being 
contrary to the teachings of our church. 


4. Graduates of independent religious 
institutions which apparently magnify 
non-denominational technique and teach- 
ing and are not able to give their loyalty 
to our denominational organizations and 
literature and thereby beget disloyalty 
among our people. 

5. There are churches in our pres- 
bytery which are giving far too large 
proportions of their benevolences to in- 
dependent institutions and programs un- 
related to our church. 

6. We believe that our Presbytery 
should be more careful when considering 
ministers who may come to our churches, 
and that there should be a _ thorough 








examination of the records of ministers 
being considered, to determine their 
loyalty to our church and the spirit they 
have reflected. in their ministerial serv- 
ices. 


WE RECOMMEND: 


1. That our Sessions study the Book 
of Church Order to inform themselves 
of their full duties concerning the su- 
pervision and oversight of all of the 
work within a local church, namely, 
Sunday school, youth work, women’s 
work, men’s work, and the distribution 
of benevolences. 

2. That our churches and committees 
seeking pastors should give a more care- 
ful study of the records of ministers 
under consideration, to determine their 
loyalty to the Presbyterian Church, and 
that the presbytery should give thor- 
ough examinations of ministers who ap- 
pear before us asking to be placed or 
installed in churches within the bounds 
of St. Johns Presbytery. 


CONCLUSION: 

We believe that all our problems could 
be solved, and that most of them ouid 
be prevented, if we are loyal io the 
organization and teachings of our 
Presbyterian Church, as contained in our 
Book of Church Order and our approved 
Standards. 





A Letter to the 
Christian People 
of America 











Editors—This_ significant letter, ap- 
proved by the National Council of 
Churches, was drafted by a committee 
headed by John A. Mackay, president of 
Princeton Seminary. It will be carried 
here serially in coming weeks. 


Dear FELLOW-CHRISTIANS: 


Met together in Denver, Colorado, as 
the second General Assembly of the Na- 








tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America, we send 
you greetings in Christ Jesus. 

We include in this greeting all in our 
nation who profess the Christian faith. 
May all of us together prove worthy in 
thought and in life of the holy name of 
Christ which we bear in common, and be 
witnesses to his love and saving power 
in our own country and throughout the 
world. 


I. 

The National Council of Churches, 
composed of thirty communions with a 
membership of 35,000,000 people, is not 
itself a church, but a council of churches. 
Neither is it a super-church, and does not 
aspire to become one. It does not legis- 
late for the constituent bodies which com- 
pose it, each of which retains its full 
autonomy. Nor does it claim for its 
member churches superiority over Chris- 
tian churches which, for one reason or 
another, are not a part of its fellowship. 
The Council does, however, afford a 
unique medium whereby churches which 
differ in many respects from one another 
can meet together, worship together, 
think, plan, and act together. 

We are, above all, churches of Christ. 
The constitutional tie which binds us is 
our common allegiance to him as our 
Divine Lord and Savior. Jesus Christ, 
crucified and risen, who is for all of us 
the one and only Head of the church, 
drew us together and holds us together, 
in unswerving loyalty to himself and to 
one another, and leads us to seek an ever 
greater unity. 

Our supreme task as Christians is to be 
instruments in God’s hands to carry for- 
ward his purpose in Christ for mankind. 
Our churches, therefore, cannot be ends 
in themselves. We dare not, moreover, 


AUSTIN SCHOLARSHIPS—Opportunities for advanced study have been 
awarded to three Austin Theological Seminary students on the basis 


of scholarship, Christian character, personality and ability. 


right, above, they are: William M. Gould, Jr., Beaumont, the W. P. 


Newell fellowship; Jos. A. Slicker, Cisco, the alumni graduate study 


fellowship; and Thos. Henry Stafford, Dallas, the Board fellowship. 
The two latter complete their work in February. 


Left to 


make them the servants of any one cul- 


ture, class, race or nation. It is dis- 
loyalty to God that Christian churches 
should pursue a policy designed to bring 
to themselves mere power or prestige, 
imperial grandeur or worldly acclaim. 
The church of Christ exists to serve God 
and people, and the churches should be 
willing, when need be, to suffer the loss 
of all things in loyalty to their Chris- 
tian allegiance. 

Speaking more specifically, Christian 
churches have a mission to fulfill. They 
must radiate the light of God upon all 
things human; that is their prophetic 
mission. They must mediate the love of 
God to all mankind; that is their re- 
demptive mission. 


Il. 

Our several churches have as their pro- 
phetic mission to consider in the light of 
God every aspect of the life of man, both 
individual and corporate. 

The publication of the Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Bible is a basic con- 
tribution of this Council to the prophetic 
mission of the church. The Bible is the 
record of God’s self-disclosure to man- 
kind, where the knowledge of his redemp- 
tive love is found, and where men are 
confronted with Jesus Christ. Through 
the Bible we have communion with God. 
The Bible is in a unique sense the Word 
of God. 

From time to time the Bible needs to 
be retranslated. Fresh light thrown by 
scholarship upon the meaning of the 
criginal Hebrew and Greek texts and the 
changes which have taken place in the 
meaning of English words, make new 
translations necessary. We rejoice in a 
translation of the Bible which combines 
loyalty to the original languages of Scrip- 
ture with a fine sensitivity to English as 
currently spoken. We note with satisfac- 
tion that. for the same reasons, the Roman 
Catholic Church has abandoned its his- 
toric policy of limiting official transla- 
tions of the Bible to those made from the 
Latin Vulgate, and is now also bringing 
out an English translation made from the 
original Hebrew and Greek texts. 

It is impossible to overemphasize the 
importance of the Bible in human his- 
tory and the decisive influence which the 
popular knowledge of the Book has had 
on the cultural life of mankind. The 
decisive difference between religions, as 
between cultures, is the place which a 
given religion or culture has accorded to 
the Bible. This Book has been the book 
of human destiny. We Americans owe 
to it what is best in our national life and 
history. It is, moreover, an inspiring 
fact that the Book from which we re- 
ceived our religious faith is also the 
chief cultural monument in English 
letters. 

(Continued next week) 
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What Is the Truth about the RSV Bible? 


DEAR Dr. CHAMBERLAIN: 

I have thought of you often since this 
new edition of our Bible has been out. I 
have wished your pen would rise up and 
counteract its sinister purpose. 





Dear. ; 

I am profoundly distressed that you 
have been so misled as to the nature of 
the RSV. This is not a new translation, 
as many assume. It is a revision of the 
King James Version. The revisers had 
no “sinister purpose.” They were simply 
seeking to improve the translation we al- 
ready had. These men are scholars and 
Christians. I know, personally, many of 
them. They have made an honest effort 
to give our generation the best possible 
translation for present-day usage. 

The Bible-burning preachers have 
troubled many earnest people. The same 
kind of people bitterly criticized the King 
James version when it was published. 
The translators knew this would happen, 
and so they wrote a preface, which unfor- 
tunately is no longer printed with the 
King James version. It has been recently 
re-printed, and ought to be read by every 
Christian. It was the same kind of people 
who burned Tyndale’s New Testament, 
1525 A.D., and later strangled him and 
burned his body at the stake, because he 
sought to give the English people the 
Bible in their own tongue. 


RSV Is More Accurate 


The only sensible approach to this 
problem is to make a thorough com- 
parison of the RSV with the KJV. The 
RSV is far more accurate in practically 
every case. There are a few places where 
I like the KJV better; as for instance, 
II Timothy 1:12. 

The passage about which most of the 
furor has been raised is Isaiah 7:14. 
The question is, Should the Hebrew 
word, almah, be translated young wom- 
an as the RSV does, or virgin as 
KJV does? It is not intelligent to start 
asking, What is the opinion of the so- 
called orthodox? or, What is the opinion 
of the so-called liberal? The honest 
Christian scholar asks, What are the 
facts? The facts are on the side of the 
translation of the RSV. 

Let us look at the disputed word al- 
mah. ‘The first step a scholar should take 
would be to consult the Hebrew lexicons 
or dictionaries. There are three well- 
known and widely-used Hebrew lexicons: 
Gesenius; Brown, Driver and Briggs; 
and Koehier. All these define the word 
almah as “a young woman mature sex- 
ually.” She may be a virgin or newly 
married. This word occurs in the He- 
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Louisville Seminary’s Professor 
of New Testament Answers a 
Troubled Inquirer 


brew Old Testament nine times. So far 
as its implying virginity is concerned, it 
is neutral, like our word girl or lass. 
It does not say whether she is a virgin 
or not. 

Of course, a dictionary can be wrong. 
The next step is to consult the context 
in which a word is used. The context of 
this passage, Isaiah 7:14, is not entirely 
clear; but it is clear that this child will 
be born just before the Assyrian invasion, 
which took place during the lifetime of 
the prophet Isaiah. Before the child is 
old enough to “refuse the evil and choose 
the good” the Assyrian host will come. 
In Isaiah 8, the prophet predicts the birth 
of a son who shall not be old enough to 
cry, “My father and my mother,” before 
the Assyrian invasion takes place. Isaiah 
8:3 says, “I went unto the phophetess; 
and she conceived and bare a son.” If 
these children are not one and the same, 
they are at least contemporaries. This is 
not a prophecy of the Virgin Birth of 
Christ, and in 8:3 it could not have been 
a virgin birth. 

The name Maher-shalal-hash-baz is 
simply a descriptive term prophetic of 
the Assyrian invasion, Immanuel, Isaiah 
7:14, and 8:8, is another descriptive term 
which assures the people of Judah that 
God will be with them during this in- 
vasion. Both names are Hebrew sen- 
tences. The first means, “The spoil 
speedeth; the prey hasteth.” The sec- 
ond means, ‘God is with us.” The 
prophet was speaking of his day to his 
generation. Later, I will say something 
about prophecy as it bears on the future. 

It has been claimed by one professional 
“Fundamentalist” that Gesenius, the old- 
est of the three Hebrew lexicons men- 
tioned above, was a German rationalist, 
who sought to undermine the doctrine of 
the Virginia Birth by a false definition 
of almah. This is a rash statement by a 
man who would rather win his argument 
than establish the truth. He is a pro- 
lific writer who often makes false state- 
ments. 


See Related Languages 


The next step is, What does the word 
almah mean in the cognate languages? 
In the Middle East, there were many lan- 
guages quite close akin. The same word 
is often found in all of them. 

1. In Hebrew almah meant “a young 
woman, mature sexually,” as I have said. 


The masculine form of this word meant, 
“a young man, mature in his early phys- 
ical vigor.” The root meaning of the 
word is that of maturity, and therefore 
robust strength. 

2. In the Syriac, the verb form meant 
to rejuvenate, to restore youthful strength. 
I have not found the noun in this lan- 
guage. 

3. In Arabic, the word meant to be 
lustful. It refers to the strong sex de- 
sires of early maturity. 

4. In the Aramaic, it meant to be 
strong. 

5. In the Palmyrene Aramaic, the fem- 
inine plural was used in the sense of 
harlots. The social mores often forced 
the adolescent girl into a life of prosti- 
tution; so when she matured sexually, 
she became a prostitute, not by her own 
will. 

Another step in scholarly investiga- 
tion, is to ask What does the abstract 
noun derived from almah mean? It is 
alumim. For example, the abstract noun 
goodness conveys rather clearly the basic 
idea of the noun when we speak of the 
good. This Hebrew abstract noun, 
alumim, occurs in the Old Testament 
just four times. It always refers to youth 
or youthful vigor. In Job 33:25, the 
KJV says, “His flesh shall be fresher 
than the child’s: he shall return to the 
days of his youth.” The RSV translates 
youth by youthful vigor. This is the 
word alumim. It is a promise of the 
complete restoration of the physical body 
to its youthfulness. The English reader 
would never connect this word with the 
word under consideration, almah. 

There is nothing in the Hebrew Bible 
which indicates that this word almah 
must mean a virgin. As a matter of fact, 
it has quite different associations than 
virgin. It certainly did not mean virgin 
in any of the kindred languages men- 
tioned. 

The next stop is to ask, What word 
does the Hebrew use for a virgin? The 
common Hebrew word for virgin is 
bethulah. It is used fifty times in the 
Old Testament. Twelve times in the 
KJV, it is translated either maid or 
maiden, another word which in English 
is neutral, so far as virginity is concerned. 
A careful examination of these twelve 
passages makes it clear that it should 
have always been translated virgin. In 
every case but one, Zechariah 9:17, the 
RSV has corrected the translation to read 
virgin. 

In the remaining thirty-eight passages, 
the KJV translates bethulah correctly by 
virgin. The RSV also renders these cor- 
rectly. 











When we turn to the abstract noun, 
bethulim, which is derived from bethu- 
lah, it is always translated virginity. 
This word occurs in the Old Testament 
nine times. The best passage in which 
to see its usage is Deuteronomy 22:14-20. 

There really can not be any serious 
question about the correct translation of 
almah in Isaiah 7:14. This furor has 
been kicked up under the false impres- 
sion that it is a defense of the doctrine of 
the Virginia Birth. The doctrine of the 
Virgin Birth does not depend upon this 
passage, but rather upon the stories of 
Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 2:1-20. 

In Matthew 1:23, the Gospel quotes 
Isaiah 7:14, “Behold a virgin shall be 
with child. . . .” This quotation was 
taken from the Septuagint, the third and 
second century B.C. translation of the 
Hebrew Old Testament into the Greek 
by the Jews of Alexandria, Egypt. The 
Hebrew word, almah, in this passage is 
translated into the Greek by the word 
parthenos. In Greek, parthenos usually 
meant a virgin, but not always. When 
the Virgin Birth of Christ occurred, the 
meaning of virgin was fixed upon the 
word parthenos for Christian usage. I 
believe in the Virgin Birth and teach it, 
not on the basis of Isaiah 7:14, but on 
the basis of Matthew and Luke. 


To Understand Prophesy 


The next important question is, How 
does this affect our understanding of 
prophecy? The primary purpose of the 
prophet was not to foretell the distant 
future, but to proclaim God’s will and 
purpose in his own situation for his own 
day. Sometimes his prophetic utterances 
pointed beyond his day, as in this case. 
God did promise a deliverer, Immanuel, 
for the troubled times of Isaiah. God 
also sent a greater Deliverer when the 
“Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us.” Isaiah’s promise was true for both 
situations, but the horizon had widened 


and the meaning deepened when Jesus 
was born of Mary. 

To give you an example of how this 
works out between the Old Testament 
and the New, let me remind you that in 
Amos 9:12, the prophet promises that the 
people of David will possess “the rem- 
nant of Edom,” and of all the heathen, 
which are called by my name. In Acts 
15:17, James quotes this passage, “That 
the residue of men might seek after the 
Lord, and all the Gentiles upon whom 
my name is called.” Apparently to the 
English reader, this is a very inaccurate 
quotation of Amos 9:12. James was 
quoting from the Septuagint, not from 
the Hebrew. Of course, residue and 
remnant are synonyms. The difficulty 
lies in Amos referring to Edom, and 
James referring to men. To one who 
knows Hebrew, this is a simple matter. 
The word Edom in Hebrew is written 
with three consonants. The word man 
(Adam) is also written with three con- 
sonants, the same three as in Edom. The 
Hebrews did not write their vowels. 
They put them in as they pronounced 
the word. So by a play on words, Edom 
could be pronounced to represent all man- 
kind. The prophecy in Amos, eight cen- 
tury, B.D., was broadened under the light 
of Christian revelation to include not 
only Edom, but man, the whole human 
race. 

There is much more along this line 
that the intelligent interpreter of the 
Bible knows and must know in order to 
convey its message; but this is enough. 
My letter has already become far too 
long. 


Errors Are Corrected 


I feel I must add a paragraph to point 
out some of the serious errors in the King 
James version, which are corrected in the 
RSV. 

1. In I John 4:19, we read “We love 
him, because he first loved us.” In the 


correct Greek text, there is no word for 
him. What John wrote was, “We love, 
because he first loved us.” The KJV 
in this verse has encouraged a kind of 
selfish two-way love between the Chris- 
tian and God. The correct text says that 
our love goes out to our fellowman be- 
cause God has loved us; his love ex- 
presses itself through us. 

2. In I Corinthians 13:5, we read that 
love “is not easily provoked.” Paul 
never wrote the word easily in this text. 
It is too high a standard for us to face, 
and so some scribe inserted the word 
easily to make the demands of our faith 
less difficult. 

3. In Matthew 6:4, 6, 18, we find the 
phrase “reward thee openly.” Matthew 
never wrote the word openly in these 
passages. This is not a matter of or- 
thodoxy or liberalism, when I tell you 
this; it is a matter of inescapable, indis- 
putable, historical facts. It is human 
nature to desire to be patted on the back 
in public. Some scribe, yielding to the 
weakness of human nature, stuck in the 
Greek for openly. 

You must remember that the New 
Testament books were copied by hand 
for 1,400 years, and were therefore sub- 
ject to the frailties of human nature. The 
King James version translates late and 
corrupt manuscripts. They were the best 
known in 1611. Three hundred years of 
scholarly research by devout Christian 
men has given us a purified text in the 
Greek, and a vastly better translation 
than was possible in 1611. This is also 
true of the Hebrew Old Testament. 

I have spent my life teaching the Bible 
because I believe in it supremely. But 
in preparing myself to teach the Bible, 
I have tried to make distinction between 
prejudice and God’s Revelation. 

Hoping I have not unduly wearied 
you with this long discussion, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
W. D. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Two Louisville Seminaries Commend New Version 


N VIEW of the widespread interest 
in the new translation of the Bible, 

the Revised Standard Version, and the 
many inquiries being received, the facul- 
ties of The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and the Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary desire to make the 
following statement: 

As a significant chapter in the history 
of Bible translation we welcome the pub- 
lication of the Revised Standard Version. 
Since Wycliffe’s Bible, English transla- 
tions have moved steadily toward a more 
accurate and understandable presentation 
of the meaning of the original Scriptures. 
For more than three hundred years the 
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Baptist and Presbyterian Sem- 
inary Faculties Give Vigorous 
Support to New Bible 
* 


King James Version has been the most 
popular translation. From the first it 
enjoyed the prestige of having been au- 
thorized by King James I and appointed 
to be read in the services of the Church 
of England. It superiority to other trans- 
lations, being the work of renowned schol- 
ars, also commended it. It had the fur- 
ther merit of being in the choicest English 
style. It superseded other versions and 


became so universally used and revered 
that in time the popular mind came to 
resist any further effort at translation as 
an interference with something sacred. 
Since 1911, however, two things have 
been happening that have laid upon 
Christian scholars a moral obligation to 
make new translations. The first is the 
constant change in the English language, 
both in word meaning and in style. The 
second is the discovery of biblical manu- 
scripts written much nearer the dates of 
the original writings. Also, the discovery 
of other literature in Greek has added 
to our knowledge of the language of the 
New Testament. Those who desire as 
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accurate a knowledge as possible of what 
the original Scriptures said will welcome 
a new translation, for the first devotion 
is to the original Scriptures, not to any 
particular version. 

The English Revised Version (1885) 
and the American Standard Version 
(1901) embody many results of the new 
knowledge. However, the Revised Stand- 
ard Version, coming fifty years later, rep- 
resents significant additions even to the 
materials available at the beginning of 
the century. It ought to be received as a 
serious undertaking of devout and noted 
American Christian scholars to give us a 
translation that will be at once more 
accurate and in more understandable 
English than previously produced. This, 
we believe, the translators have done. 
This is not to say that the translation is 
perfect nor that the need for another will 
not arise, but, rather, that we have here 
the fruit of expert knowledge of the 
Greek and Hebrew sustained by sincere 
Christian faith and purpose. 

We believe that the Revised Standard 
Version is an invaluable contribution to 
the understanding of the Bible, and that 
its value will be established as we read 
it and compare it with other versions. 
We commend it to all Bible readers. 

(Adopted by the Faculties of the Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
and the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.) 


Missionary Appointments 


Twelve new missionary appointments 
have been announced by the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Board of World Missions: Bel- 
gian Congo: Earl S. King (Congo) and 
Virginia Campbell Wood King (Iron 
Gate, Va.); Ruth Phipps (Waynesboro, 
Va.) educational missionary for life-time 
service; Thomas R. Cleveland (Congo, 
now of Dinero, Texas); and Adena 
Kathering Duggan (Macon, Ga.) three- 
year term as teacher of missionaries’ chil- 
dren, Ludondai, sailing Dec. 31. 


Japan: Benson Cain, pastor at Mill- 
brook, Ala. 

Mexico: Harold L. Thomas, pastor 
at Clayton, Ala., and his wife, Charlotte 
Weimer Thomas. 

Korea: Hugh M. Linton (Korea) 
and his wife, Betty Lois Flowers Linton, 
both now in Decatur, Ga.; Dr. David J. 
Seel and wife, Mary L. Batchelor Seel, 
New Orleans,’ medical missionaries, with 
Korea as their probably assignment. 





DREs 

Mary V. Atkinson, formerly serving the 
Sarasota, Fla., church, is now on the staff 
of the Peace Memorial church, Clearwater, 
Fla. 
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Gifts That Live 
After You 


IN YOUR WILL—Your will is the last message you will 
give to the world. By including a bequest to Foreign 
Missions, this message can be made one of love for all 


mankind. 


FOR A MEMORIAL FUND—You could create no 
finer memorial, in your name or in memory of a loved 
one, than to establish a fund on our books, the interest 
from which will contribute each year to the spreading of 
the Gospel. 


Is there any better way of signifying our love for Him 
than by devoting as much of our property as may be 
practicable to the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom? 

For full information on how to make such Chris- 

tian legacies or memorials, write the undersigned 

today. The Board will welcome the opportunity 


of discussing plans with you, and will be happy 
to assist you in any possible way. 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


, 


“Yo Foretgu Misstous a Share’ 
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Should We Have Commented 
On the Chapel Hill Case? 


Two or three letter writers have chas- 
tised us rather severely (and forbad pub- 
lication) because of our recent editorial 
comments and news reports on the Chapel 
Hill case (OUTLOOK, Dec. 15, 22). For- 
tunately, there have been more favorable 
than unfavorable comments. One letter 
of criticism appears on page 2. 

This gives us a good opportunity to 
discuss a basic question as to what a 
church paper is and what it ought to do. 

First of all, look at the criticism. We 
are told that the Chapel Hill case was in 
the hands of a commission of presbytery 
and that our understanding of Presby- 
terian procedure should have kept us 
from any comment on the case. We are 
told that the commission is made up of 
good and intelligent men (which we 
knew) and they were seeking only one 
objective—the prosperity of the church 
and the glory of God (which we also 
knew and recognize). Therefore, we are 
reminded, we should have waited until 
the presbytery heard from the commission 
and decided the case before commenting. 








But why, pray tell, should anybody 
make any comment then? What kind of 
church procedure would such a course 
encourage? The answer is clear. It 
would encourage, not Presbyterian and 
democratic procedure but autocracy. 

Let us take a wild, imaginative journey 
into Make-Believe. Let us suppose that 
commission, acting under the authority 
it might have supposed it had, had pro- 
duced a report which declared the situa- 
tion in Chapel Hill so bad (or so good) 
that the Presbyterian Church was not 
needed any more. Suppose it had dis- 
solved the pastoral relationship, the of- 
ficers and the church itself. Suppose, 
furthermore, it had decided that since 
the Seventh Day Adventists are not rep- 
resented near the campus that it would 
be good to encourage the representation 
of that church and had, therefore, given 
the property to a Seventh Day Adventist 
colony. (Fantastic? Of course.) 

But look at the situation. Here, too, 
would be a group of men apparently set 
out to do what is best for all parties 
concerned, bringing out, not a report and 
recommendations, but actually taking 
steps in line with their convictions. 
Should the church-at-large be told about 
what is going on? Should our editorial 
columns keep silent? 

But, vou say, we have sketched an ex- 
treme case. That is true, but it is done 
for purposes of illustration. The point 
is—at what stage does such an affair be- 
come important for the church to know 
about? Or should the church be inform- 
ed all along about what is happening in 
all possible relationships, within the limits 
of good taste and a concern for the injury 
of individuals? 

Unquestionably, we think the policy 
of providing the fullest possible informa- 
tion about all agencies and church courts 
is the only sound and democratic one. 
We always raise a flag of warning when 
agencies or courts of the church want to 
do something for the good of their con- 
stituents without telling them about it. 

Let us make it clear that the commission 
has not accused us. We think it has no 
room for such accusation since our com- 
ments on its work and its recommenda- 
tions were offered here in what we tried 
to make only the fairest and most con- 
siderate manner. 

We are concerned, however, when 
people want far-reaching actions taken 
without the fullest possible information, 
consideration, and discussion throughout 
the church, as some of our writers appear 
to advocate. 

We doubtless make a good many 
mistakes and will continue to do so, 
but we think it better to err on the 
side of full discussion and full pub- 
licity rather than on the side of 
suppressed information and stifled 
inquiry. 


President Cunningham 


Not only the friends and supporters of 
Davidson College but all Southern Pres- 
byterians will feel a sense of pride in the 
election of John R. Cunningham as presi- 
dent of the Association of American Col- 
leges following several vears of effective 
service on the executive committee of that 
body. 

Dr. Cunningham has served our church 
on all levels and in many ways, having 
been the Assembly’s moderator in 1947, 
In the Synod of North Carolina he has 
been long recognized as an able and in- 
spiring leader and made his influence 
count in the formation and early work of 
the state council of churches, as he still 
does. Then, in the Federal Council of 
Churches and now the National Council 
he is widely known and honored for his 
faithful service. And, he is one of our 
three representatives on the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. We can all be grateful 
that the AAC also recognizes good lead- 
ership and honors it. 


National Day of Prayer: 
Jan. 20 


The following suggestions for prayer 
on the “Day of Prayer for the Nation” 
are being distributed to councils of church 
women, councils of churches and congre- 
gations by the department of evangelism 
of the National Council of Churches. 

On January 20: 

Pray for the new President of the 
United States as he begins his adminis- 
tration. 

Pray for the nation that her life may 
be cleansed by repentance and exalted 
through righteousness. 

Pray for the members of Congress and 
all members of state legislatures, that 
through them the will of God may be 
done. 

Pray for those in authority in your 
community, that they may serve the 
people righteously. 

Pray for a just and durable peace for 
the world and that the United States may 
be used of God to help bring this about. 

Pray for the churches in your com- 
munity that through their devotion and 
service to Christ, and with one another, 
the moral and spiritual life of young and 
old may be strengthened. 

Pray for yourself personally that you 
may do your part to make this a Chris- 
tian nation among the family of nations. 


A Call to Prayer 
“Tf my people who are called by my 
name humble themselves, and pray and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 
2 Chronicles 7:14 
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Footnote to Colossians 4:7-18. 


FRIENDSHIP WORKS BOTH WAYS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





AUL would have been a lesser man 

without his friends, and he knew 
it. Friendship is seldom quite on even 
terms; there is usually a greater and a 
less; but both greater and less benefit 
from each other. 

Nearly all Paul’s letters abound in 
references to his friends, and this one 
to the Colossians is no exception. It 
would make a worthwhile study to go 
through the personal-greeting sections of 
his letters and see what qualities, services 
and talents Paul seems to have appre- 
ciated most. No doubt he and his friends 
formed a sort of mutual admiration so- 
ciety. We wish we had letters from some 
of these men and women saying what 
they thought of Paul, just as we have his 
opinion of them. The only existing letter 
that refers to him is II Peter, in which 
Paul is mentioned as a wise brother who 
was pretty hard to understand. No doubt 
this was an opinion shared by many of 
his friends. But, however difficult his 
mental processes might be to follow, for 
Peter or for us, there was no doubt that 
he was a real brother. His friends, we 
may be sure, loved him not mainly be- 
cause he could write involved sentences 
a page long, but because of his brotherly 
spirit. Paul was not a man easily fooled. 
He must have been able to see his friends’ 
faults clearly enough. But he never de- 
scribed his friends with the formula. 
“a fine man, but...” or “a good woman, 
only ...” or “I am one of his closest 
friends, but I must say . . .” and so forth. 
His praise was unstinted and generous. 


A STUDY of all great men reveals the 
same story. A man’s star may shine 
so brightly in the sky of history that we 
can’t see the lesser stars close beside him. 
But they are always there. No one was 
ever a more cantankerous saint than St. 
Jerome, whose re-translation of the Bible 
into Latin aroused the same kind of ex- 
plosions from the same kind of people 
as those who nowadays burn the Revised 
Standard Version. But even the prickly 
St. Jerome had many a good friend, and 
we should never have had that salty col- 
lection of his letters if he had had no 
friends to receive them. 

Jerome’s special friend, St. Augustine, 
was a many-sided genius—administrator, 
theologian, historian, preacher and writer. 
But again, the universal church would 
have been far poorer without those often 
obscure persons whose friendship Bishop 
Augustine prized, and whose letters (some 
of them pretty stupid) he took so much 
pains to answer. 

Our own John Calvin was a dour man 


? 
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by our standards, yet his many friends 
loved him. Indeed it was one of those 
friends, Farel, who first saw in Calvin 
the capacity for the great work he was 
to do in Geneva, and who persuaded him 
to understand it. 

Luther’s friends were legion, like his 
enemies. One of them alone made pos- 
sible Luther’s safety and seclusion while 
he made his great translation of the 
Bible. Luther’s hearty roars of laughter 
were well remembered; men do not laugh 
like that in solitude. 

We usually think of John Bunyan as 
a lone prisoner dreaming up the Pilgrim’s 
Progress. But in his rhymed introduction 
to that work he tells how he read it to 
his friends and how they gave him con- 
fusing advice about it. It seems very 
likely, from what he says, that Pilgrim’s 
Progress would never have been printed 
if some of his friends (who couldn’t have 
dreamed the thing to save their lives) 
had not talked him into the venture of 
publication. 


HERE was a greater than any of these, 

who once walked the roads of Gali- 
lee. If ever there was one born of woman 
who had the greatness to stand alone 
without friends, it was Jesus. But we 
find him seeking friends, cherishing 
their goodwill, needing their help. If 
Jesus had left letters behind him, is it 
guessing too much to think that he too 
would have mentioned his friends in love 
and gratitude? A Christ, however divine- 
ly majestic, who could have come and 
gone without making or wishing a friend, 
would not have been thought human; 
and his memory would be as dim and cold 
as that of any long-vanished angel. 

We do not all have the opportunity to 
be friends of the famous. A Paul, a 
Jerome or Augustine, a Calvin or a Lu- 
ther, is not born every day. But most of 
us do know persons who are abler than 
ourselves. It is a comfort to know that 
these persons need us as we need them. 
It is a comfort to recall that Paul said 
repeatedly—and it was not the mere 
repetition of an old man—that these 
friends of his were “faithful and be- 
loved.” He seldom if ever uses adjec- 
tives like “brilliant” or “exceptional” or 
“distinguished,” but he does say faithful 
and beloved. 

Now that is something possible for 
everyone. Not that we should make it 
our aim to be beloved first of all; other- 
wise we may find ourselves exchanging 
integrity for popularity. But it is within 
everyone’s powers to be found faithful. 
And there are two leaders to whom every 


Christian can be a valued friend. That 
is, our Lord himself, and the man who 
in your community bears the special 
honor of his name and service: the pas- 
tor of your church. 

What Christ can do in your neighbor- 
hood, what he can do through your min- 
ister, will be more or less, depending on 
the “faithful and beloved” friends, of 
whom you can be one. 


UNLESS we rise to greatness and lift 
our answers to a nobler plane, our fate 
will be the fate of the dreary list of na- 
tions that preceded us in history—nations 
that identified possessions with social 
value and physical power with the good 
life—RayMonp B. Fospick. 
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the Quisling spirit, sleep, uselessness, 
public apathy, procrastination, etc. He 
reveals these enemies as malignant 
growths that destroy the effectiveness of 
Christian living. Against them he cou- 
rageously reemphasizes the all-powerful 


help and sufficiency of God. 

For Christians everywhere, FIGHT 
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power of God. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Mission Chain Gets 
Major Attention Now 


Florida News Letter 

Biggest news in Florida churches at 
this season is the annual Chain of Mis- 
sions which runs from January 17 
through February 26, visiting twenty 
cities and bringing to Floridians and 
winter visitors many of the interesting 
Christian leaders from this country and 


abroad. The schedule follows. 
Jacksonville 
Jan. 17-20 Miami 31-Feb. 4 


Jax. Beaches 18-19 Ft. Lauderdale 1-4 
Daytona Beach 20-22 Palm Beaches 4-6 
DeLand 21-23 St. Petersburg 7-12 
Sanford 22-23 Clearwater 8-11 
Orlando 24-27 Lakeland 11-13 
Winter Haven 25-26 Bradenton 14-17 
Winter Park 25-28 Sarasota 15-17 
Tampa 27-2 Ft. Myers 15-17 
Ft. Pierce 29-30 U. of Miami 18-20 
Vero Beach 29-30 


Fla. S. U. 22-26 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
———._ Furinilirre 
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Churches and Churchmen Speak 
On More Political Issues 


More and more Florida Presbyterians 
are beginning to make their influence felt 
in the civic and political life of the state, 
feeling that the church should express 
itself on political issues which are moral 
and involve un-Christian practices. For 
example, they joined hands recently with 
other church groups in a fight against 
opening additional dog and horse racing 
tracks in the state and a bill was defeated 
in the legislature which would have ex- 
tended such racing. In addition, tens of 
thousands of cards were mailed to the leg- 
islature protesting any liberalization of 
liquor and gambling laws. More recent- 
ly, in Pinellas County, United Churches 
took a firm stand against a candidate for 
the state legislature because of his record 
on racing and liberalizing liquor laws. 
Churchmen approached all legislative 
candidates, ascertained their positions 
and then used paid political advertising 
to publicize their points of view. 


Weekiwachee Conference 
Site Being Developed 


Construction has begun on the Weeki- 
wachee conference site, on the West 
Coast. This program is being developed 
by St. Johns Presbytery as a result of 
a $300,000 campaign completed last 
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spring. It is expected that the grounds 
will be ready for use by next summer, 
accommodating 150 persons at the be- 
ginning. The site is on the crystal-clear 
Weekiwachee River and is in the midst 
of one of Florida’s most interesting trop- 
ical areas. 


Course on Religious Principles 
Is Proposed for Public Schools 


A recommendation that a textbook on 
moral and religious principles, “free of 
any offense to any religious group,” be 
required study in the public schools was 
made in Miami recently by the Dade 
County Juvenile Council. The proposal 
was part of a Council plan to reduce 
delinquency among young people. It was 
suggested that a committee of Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders ap- 
prove the proposed textbook. The Coun- 
cil also urged churches and church groups 
to launch an intensive effort to interest 
more young people in their work. “Every 
church,” it said, “should plan wholesome 
recreation so as to make the church the 
social and recreational center for its 
young people. (RNS) 


Miscellany 


With the opening of the beautiful new 
center for Presbyterian students at 
Gainesville, in connection with the fall 
meeting of synod, Florida Presbyterians 
now have two adequate houses for 
student work alongside the two univer- 
sity campuses. The center at Tallahassee 
was dedicated last year. These two 
buildings are believed to be second to 
none in the nation. . . . The synod is 
now conducting a study of the possibil- 
ities of establishing a home for older 
people. 


St. Petersburg. ALTON H. GLASURE 


Walters Resigns 
Publicity Post 


Harvey H. Walters, director of pub- 
licity for the Presbyterian, U. S., General 
Council, has resigned, effective March 1, 
in order to establish his own public rela- 
tions firm. He established the depart- 
ment of publicity three years ago, follow- 
ing two years service with the Board of 
Christian Education. 
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A Church Is Born 


On October 29, 1952, the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Portugal was or- 
ganized. The paragraphs that follow are 
excerpts from a letter from Dr. Charles 
W. Arbuthnot, Jr., of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., and from an address 
delivered by the Rev. Michael P. Testa, 
missionary in Portgual. 


Dear Dr. FULTON: 

I have just recently come back from my 
trip to Spain and Portugal. It was one 
of the finest brief trips I have ever made, 
for in Spain I attended the General As- 
sembly of the Spanish Evangelical 
Church, a church which is giving a quite 
exceptional witness in these days and 
which is now on a better organizational 
footing than ever before. From Madrid, 
as you know, I went to Lisbon armed 
with your letter of greeting and attended 
the ceremonies at the founding of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Por- 
tugal. 

The latter event was one of the most 
touching in my life. When one sees the 
full sweep of the joint Presbyterian work 
in the postwar years and sees it culminat- 


ing in such a fine united and faithful 
group as the one in Portugal, one can 
only rejoice and give thanks. 

I was in Lisbon for nearly a week, a 
period which gave me two or three free 
days before the actual meeting of the 
newly constituted Synod. I had a chance 
to look into the congregational life a little 
bit again and I found it exceptionally 
strong. There is a real sense in which 
the Church is centered on the Word of 
God, faithful to the best traditions of 
the Reformation and eager to be instru- 
ments of the Holy Spirit in fresh new 
ways today. 

I found things in the Seminary going 
very well also. The new dormitory 
building is a real help. The Carcavelos 
Seminary has raised its entrance stand- 
ards higher and faster than Madrid, for 
example. This is to its credit. 

The meetings of the newly constituted 
Synod were carried forward in a real 
sense of dignity and church order. .. . 
You have probably heard from Michael 


Testa that Mr. Conoeicao was elected 
Moderator. 


Advertisement 





The public meetings were fine, the 
churches in every case being so crowded 
that people had to be turned away. Mr. 
Silveira, the Brazilian layman and sena- 
tor, gave a very eloquent address last Fri- 
day evening and inspired other laymen 
there to give more of themselves to daily 
evangelical Christian witness. . . 

The Synod received my greetings in 
the name of the joint committee extremely 
cordially. I read your letter in the last 
evening session. Thank you so much for 
sending it. I felt honored to represent 
the joint committee at this important oc- 
casion. ... 

x x x 


It is a daring thing we have under- 
taken, with the encouragement of the 
Mother-Churches of our Presbyterian 
congregations in Portugal, to rise above 
the level of a mission church and assume 
the personality of an autonomous Church. 
Our Presbyterian brethren in Brazil and 
America have given evidence of having 
deposited great confidence in our small 
community, and have demonstrated vision 
and church statesmanship in urging us 
to launch a National Church. May God 
give us courage to accept this enormous 
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responsibility, the wisdom to enable us 
to advance along untried pathways, the 
humility to seek divine assistance and 
to accept the help offered in the out- 
stretched hand of our brethren in Christ, 
a steadfast faith that will constrain us 
to try great things for God, and a sense 
of mission that will not be content with 
less than the evangelization of our coun- 
trymen and the transformation, under 
Christ, of his beloved land. 

Our scattered congregations are soon 
to be welded into ONE CHURCH, and 
the organization of that Church will as- 
sume an ecclesiastical pattern that now 
governs more than 60 million Christians 
that share with us a common faith and 
discipline. The Comissao Organizadora 
has elaborated our Constitution so as to 
provide for a simple form of government 
in harmony with the New Testament 
Church and the traditions of our Pres- 
byterian heritage. It does not represent 
a constitution that has been transplanted 
and imposed upon a community of be- 
lievers; rather, it differs significantly 
from the constitutions of the Mother 
Churches and bears closer affinity to the 
Reformed Churches on the European 
continent. Our Constitution provides a 
structure for the development of a truly 
indigenous Church, rooted in the life and 
traditions of this Nation and at the same 
time observing the basic principles of 
Presbyterianism. 

We have learned from the New Testa- 
ment and the history of the Primitive 
Church, as well as from contemporary 
experience, the imperative need for 
church organization. However, may I 
plead here that we may never become so 
concerned with ecclesiastical machinery 
that we forget that Jesus Christ is the 
Supreme Head of the Church; or that 
we become so satisfied with having ar- 
rived at a certain degree of organizational 
stability and liturgical maturity that we 
lose our evangelical zeal and the note of 
urgency in proclaiming the Gospel. . . . 


No. 25 in a series on congregational singing 


150 Basic Hymns: Continued 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


XIII. 19th Century British Hymnody. 


Technical histories of hymnody ar- 
range the vast hymnic output of the 19th 
century Britain in such categories as (1) 
the Broad Church School, (2) the Evan- 
gelical School, and (3) the Anglican 
High Church School. To trace such cur- 
rents is beyond the scope of this listing. 
However, it should be remarked that we 
owe a great debt of gratitude to Victorian 
Britain for the following splendid hymns: 


(10) * 
80. Abide with me. Lyte. 1847. 23 
81. Angels, from the realms of glory. 
Montgomery. 1816. 71 
82. As with gladness men of old. Dix. 
1859. 79 
83. Come, ye thankful people, come. 
Alford. 1844. 287 
84. Eternal Father, 
Whiting. 1860. 
85. For all the saints. How. 1864. 284 
86. For the beauty of the earth. Pier- 


strong to save. 


point. 1864. 59 

87. Hail to the Lord’s Anointed. Mont- 
gomery. 1821. 105 

88. Here, O my Lord, I see thee. Bonar. 
1855. 240 


89. I heard the voice of Jesus say. 
Bonar. 1846. 163 

90. Just as I am, without one plea. 
Elliott. 1836. 150 


91. Nearer, my God, to thee. Adams. 
1840. 173 

92. Now the day is over. Baring-Gould. 
1865. 33 


93. O worship the King. Grant. 1833. 6 

94. Onward, Christian Soldiers. Bar- 
ing-Gould. 1864. 199 

95. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven. 
Lyte. 1834. 8 

96. Savior, again to thy dear name. 
Ellerton. 1866. 16 

97. Take my life, and let it be conse- 


*(10) indicates that the hymns listed ap- 
pear in all ten standard hymnals exam- 
ined; (9) indicates that they appear in nine 
of the ten. Numbers listed after the hymn 
show those appearing in the Hymnal for 
Christian Worship, edited by Dr. Sydnor. 


crated. Havergal. 1874. 166 
98. The church’s one foundation. Stone. 


1866. 228 
99. The King of love my Shepherd is. 
Baker. 1868. 51 


100. There is a green hill far away. 
Alexander. 1848. 93 

101. We give thee but thine own. How. 
c. 1858. 247 


(9) 
102. At even when the sun was set. 
Twells. 1868. 24 
103. Come, ye disconsolate. Moore. 1816. 
134 


104. Crown him with many crowns. 
Bridges. 1851. 100 
105. Fight the good fight. Monsell. 1863. 


201 
106. God the Omnipotent! King, who 
ordainest. Chorley. 1842. 281 


107. I think when I read that sweet 
story. Luke. 1841 

108. In the cross of Christ I glory. Bow- 
ring. 1825. 94 


109. Jesus calls us. Alexander. 1852. 
144 

110. Lord, speak to me. Havergal. 1872. 
248 


111. O day of rest and gladness. Words- 
worth. 1862. 36 

112. O Jesus, I have promised. 
1868. 165 

113. O Jesus, thou art standing. How. 
1867. 139 

114. O Love that wilt not let me go. 
Matheson. 1882. 181 

115. O Word of God Incarnate. 
1867. 131 

116. Once in royal David’s city. Alex- 
ander. 1848. 302 

117. Our blest Redeemer ere He breathed. 
Auber. 1829. 124 


118. Savior, breathe an evening blessing. 
Edmeston. 1820. 29 

119. Savior, teach me, day by day. Lee- 
son. 1842. 299 

120. Ten thousand times ten thousand. 
Alford. 1867. 285 

121. The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended. 
Ellerton. 1870. 26 

122. Thou, whose almighty Word. Mar- 
riott. ¢.1813. 


Bode. 


How. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Possessions: Help or Hindrance? 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 1, 1953 
Matthew 19. Printed Text 19:16-26 


In Matthew 16:23 we read how Peter 
confessed his faith in Jesus as the Son 
of God. Immediately thereafter Jesus 
told his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer and be killed. He 
added, “If any man would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me.” From that 
time on Jesus busied himself more and 
more with the training of the Twelve. 
In chapters 18-20 Matthew collects some 
of the lessons that he sought to inculcate 
as he traveled toward Jerusalem. Most 
of them reveal the cost of discipleship 
and illustrate the great text quoted above. 

Some deal with our attitude toward 
persons. Thus we must forgive those 
who have wronged us (18:15ff) ; we must 
be faithful to our husbands or wives 
(19:3ff): we must be thoughtful of chil- 
dren (19:13-15). Others—like our les- 
son today—deal with our attitude toward 
things. If you would follow me, Jesus 
had said, you must have the right at- 
titude toward men, women and children. 
In the lesson we study today, he adds, 
“You must also have the right attitude 
toward your wordly possessions.” 


The Rich Young Ruler 


Jesus’ teaching grew out of his conver- 
sation with the rich young ruler. We 
read in vs. 20 that he was young and in 
vs. 22 that he was rich. Only Luke tells 
us that he was also a ruler, probably one 
of the rulers of the local synagogue. Life 
should have been very attractive to him, 
for he had youth, position and wealth, 
the three things which most men desire 
above all else. Yet he himself realized 
that something was lacking. And so he 
come to Jesus with a question which 
reveals the unsatisfied longing of his 
heart, “Teacher, what good deed must 
I do, to have eternal life?” 

As David Smith remarks: 

“The Pharisees were not all enemies of 
our Lord, nor were they all hypocrites. 
Not a few of them were deeply earnest 
men, passionately desiring to attain the 
righteousness which God requires, and 
seeking it in all sincerity by the only way 
that they knew—diligent obedience to the 
law and painful observance of its or- 
dinances. These were not merely the Ten 
Commandments, but the multitudinous 
rules which the rabbis had deduced from 
the Mosaic Law, that interminiable code 
of ceremonial prescriptions and restric- 
tions known as ‘the tradition of the 
elders.’ It was a toilsome way and the 
misery of it was that a man could never 


be certain that he had arrived at the 
goal.” 


JANUARY 19, 1953 


As Willett adds: 


“The law and the prophets were sup- 
posed to assure faithful practitioners that 
they would be in direct line for God’s 
rewards. But sometimes an inquiring 
conscience made a man wonder whether 
the detailed rules of the scribes and the 
rabbis were really all that God wanted 
and whether after all they would be effec- 
tive passwords into paradise.” 

Jesus’ answer must have surprised the 
ruler, as it still surprises some of us. 
As reported by Mark and Luke, he said, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is 
good but God alone.” Matthew, writing 
later than Mark, changes the question 
somewhat, “Why do you ask me about 
what is good? One there is who is good.” 

What then did Jesus mean? Camp- 
bell Morgan and some others think he 
meant either, “I am not good” or “I am 
God.” He certainly did not mean the 
former and therefore he must mean the 
latter. The young man addressed him 
merely as a teacher. Jesus replied, “I 
am a Teacher, but more.” 

Others think the context shows that 
Jesus had something else in mind, that 
this alternative, though true, was not 
one for which the ruler was prepared. 
Jesus wanted to lift the young man’s 
sights from that relative good which man 
can achieve to that perfect good toward 
which he must continually strive, to turn 
his thought away from Himself as one 
who could teach him what to do in order 
to inherit eternal life, to God, the ab- 
solutely good one, in whom alone is good- 
ness and life. As Erdman remarks: 

“Jesus wishes to convict the young man 
of his moral need. He intimates that 
the thoughtless use of the word ‘good’ 
in addressing one whom he regards as a 
human teacher, is an index to his super- 
ficial view of goodness. In the sight of a 
holy God and judged by a divine standard 
of righteousness can the young inquirer 
claim to be good? Can any man call him- 
self righteous in the light of divine holi- 
ness?” 

Thus challenging the inquirer to re- 
flection, he proceeded to further searching 
of his heart. The way to eternal life, 
said he, is by keeping the commandments. 
That was the Pharisaic way which the 
voung ruler had been vainly following. 
But there were a multitude of laws and 
a multitude of applications. Some were 
more important than others even in the 
eves of the rabbis. The young man hoped 
that Jesus would be able to point out 
some that he had overlooked, whose do- 
ing would guarantee his salvation. And 
so he asked eagerly, ‘Which ?” 


Jesus proceeded to quote five of the 
Ten Commandments, all from the second 
table, dealing with man’s duty to his 
fellowman, and then to summarize them 
all in the Great Commandment, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Why these five? Why not the first 
four dealing with man’s relations to God ? 
Certainly not because the first four were 
unimportant, but because the last six were 
the ones in which he was most likely to 
have failed. As Willett says: 

“Jesus picked out the social command- 
ments; not the relation of God to man but 
the relation of man to his neighbors, for 
in that realm lay the greatest sin of the 
rich in a civilization which took small 
account of the poor and weak.” 

Jesus constantly emphasizes the fact 
that we cannot love God without loving 
our fellowman, because that was the great 
danger which religion faced in his time. 
It is a danger which religion faces in 
every age. Speaking to irreligious men, 
Jesus, no doubt, would have put the em- 
phasis on the first great commandment— 
“You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart... .” Certainly love for 
men will not endure unless it is rooted in 
love for God. 


The young man said, ‘All these I have 
observed.” 

“How self-righteous! He had _ not 
given a special thought to the starving, 
ragged, diseased enslaved thousands who 
were of the same race and religion as him- 
self; he detested the Samaritans (in our 
time it might be Russians or Negroes) 
with all the smugness of a good Jew; and 
he considered all Gentiles as poor heathen. 
Like most of us, he had interpreted neigh- 
borliness in terms of the clan and the 
intimate social group and was quite sure 
that the commandment meant nothing 
more than that.” (Willett). 


The Call to Discipleship 


Jesus said to him, “If you would be 
perfect. go, sell what you possess and 
give it to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
me.” There are two injunctions here, 
the first leading to the second, (1) Go, 
sell, and give, and (2) come, follow me. 

Go, sell and give—that was an idea 
for which the rich young ruler was not 
prepared. Sell and get, sell and spend, 
sell and invest was the advice to which 
he was more accustomed. But to “sell 
what you possess and give it to the poor” 
was unheard of. In the early Christian 
centuries many of Jesus’ followers took 
this injunction as universally applicable. 
Many of them sold their property and 
gave it to the poor. Do you think this 
is what Jesus intended? Not many think 
so today. Certainly it was not a re- 
quirement that Jesus urged upon any of 
his other disciples—upon Mary, the 
mother of Mark, for example, who was 
a woman of means, and not even upon 
Zaccheus, who had gained a part of his 
fortune through fraud. It seems more 
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likely that Jesus, dealing as he always 
did with the particular needs of the in- 
dividual before him, saw wealth standing 
between this man and his goal and urged 
him to take the step that he individually 
needed to take. But this injunction can- 
not be fully understood apart from the 
second; for which it was intended to pre- 
pare the way. 

Come and follow me. Jesus saw that 
the young man was attractive and lov- 
able, with many fine qualities. “His sins 
were those of his training.” In Jesus’ 
company they could be overcome; he 
could, in time, become a useful disciple. 
And so Jesus invited him to become one 
of his chosen band, the same invitation 
he had given to Matthew, the publican, 
and to Simon, the Zealot, to Peter and 
to John, the invitation to join the inner 
circle of those who were devoting them- 
selves to getting acquainted with God 
by association with Jesus. Giving up 
his possessions and turning them over to 
the poor, to whom he had hitherto flung 
coppers, would enable him to fit in more 
easily with the group. And accompany- 
ing them on the road to Jerusalem, he 
would have found in Jesus the way he 
sought to life eternal. 


Jesus’ words in vs. 17 do not teach 
us that a man can win salvation by keep- 
ing the commandments. Unfortunately 
that way is bevond us. There will always 
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be something that we lack. But they 
do teach us that only a good man can 
inherit eternal life, and that if there is 
anything that is standing between us and 
God we must be willing to sacrifice it. 
“Tt is the unrenounced areas in the lives 
of all of us,” says Earl L. Douglass, “that 
keep us from attaining the perfection 
which God through Christ is willing to 
give us.” 

Do you think that Jesus would advise 
any man today to give away his property? 
Would he advise men to forego an oppor- 
tunity to earn wealth? Would he advise 
a man to get out of a lucrative business, 
to say, “I’m in the wrong position. I 
must get out of this and into something 
where real life values are found?” 
Under what circumstances? Does he 
ever suggest that a man share his profits 
with the men who have invested their 
brain and brawn with him in the busi- 
ness? What advice does he give to men 
of wealth today? Is it possible for one 
to buy entrance into the kingdom of 
heaven? Is it possible for one to buy 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven 
either with money or good deeds? Why 
is it that the one who is most active in 
doing good has the best chance? Is the 
answer to be found in the deeds or in 
the spirit that prompts them? Are we 
to judge from this story that if one leads 
a moral life and distributes his goods 
among the poor he is thereby qualified 
to become a follower of Jesus? Or did 
Jesus use the man’s covetousness as the 
type of anything that stands between the 
soul and God? What did the young man 
lose by not following Jesus? 


A Warning Against Riches 


The refusal of the rich young ruler 
to abandon his wealth for the kingdom 
led Jesus to utter a warning against 
riches: “Truly, I say to you, it will be 
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.” This last metaphor 
is not to be taken literally. It was a 
proverb, a paradoxical expression for 
something so difficult as to be practically 
impossible. 


The disciples were astounded. If a 
ruler in the synagogue, an honored re- 
ligious leader, a man of personal god- 
liness, is held outside the kingdom of 
heaven, if men of wealth, with all the 
prestige that wealth gives them (in Jesus’ 
day it was accepted as a token of God’s 
blessing), find salvation so difficult, what 
chance has the ordinary person? Jesus 
looked upon them and said, “With men 
this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.” He can save even 
arich man. He can give to a man, loaded 
down with worldly wealth and beset with 


worldly temptation, enough grace to en- 
able him to conquer his temptation and 
to use his riches for God. 

Is it hard for a rich man today to be 
truly a Christian? Harder than for a 
poor man, or a man of moderate wealth? 
Why? Can money keep the poor out of 
the Kingdom of God as well as the rich? 
Why? Where does the danger of money 
lie? The way out for both rich and poor, 
some one has suggested is stewardship. 
Do you agree? What do we mean by 
stewardship? 


The Rewards of Sacrifice 


Jesus was led to speak of the reward 
that sacrifice brings by a question raised 
by Peter. The sacrifice which the rich 
voung ruler had refused they had actual- 
ly made. True, they had no great wealth 
to surrender, but some of them, at least, 
were men in comfortable circumstances of 
life, and whether they had little or much 
they had surrendered all. ‘What then 
shall we have?” Peter asked. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to 
you, in the new world, when the Son of 
man shall sit on his glorious throne, you 
who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.” In other words, those disciples 
who had shared the privations of the Mes- 
siah would share with him in some real 
way the glories of the kingdom. 

Everyone who has made any real sac- 
rifice for my sake, he added, shall receive 
in this life (so Mark 10:30) a hundred- 
fold—of course, in the real treasure of 
the kingdom; that is, in the peace and 
joy that come to those who make spiritual 
good supreme—and shall, in addition, 
inherit eternal life. “But,” Jesus added, 
“many that are first will be last, and the 
last first.” God is judge and rewarder, 
and his judgments are not always in 
agreement with those of men. Peter felt 
that he and his fellow-apostles had made 
great sacrifices. Jesus assures him that 
no one shall lose his reward, but adds 
that others who seem to have given up 
less may in fact receive more. 


Jesus does not demand that we all 
leave houses or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or children or lands for 
his sake, but only that we be willing to 
leave them. Are men today ever really 
called upon to leave any or all of these 
possessions for Christ’s sake? How? In 
what sense is everyone called to give up 
friends, fame, fortune, and family for 
Christ? Are we making any mental res- 
ervations in the face of God’s call? How 
do we place Christ at the center of our 
lives? What sacrifice should we make 
for him? What rewards can we expect? 


Lesson commentary based on “Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons: the Interna- 
tional Bible Lessons for Christian Teach- 
ing.” copyrighted 1953 by the Division of 
Christian Education, National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S. A. Scrip- 
ture quotations are from the Revised 
Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


MYTHS AND REALITIES: Societies of 
the Colonial South, By Carl Bridenbaugh. 
Louisiana State University Press, Baton 
Rouge, La. 208 pp., $3.25. 

Professor Bridenbaugh, teacher and 
former director of the Institute of Early 
American History and Culture at Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia, has made the life 
of 18th Century America his principal 
study. Here he draws on his wide knowl- 
edge and exhaustive reading in the his- 
tory of the Colonial South to recreate for 
us the life of the three societies existing 
in the South prior to 1776—the early 
Chesapeake Society, wholly rural, erected 
on a tobacco base; the youthful Carolina 
Society, centered on Charleston, burgeon- 
ing on profits from rice and indigo; and 
the lush Back Country, as yet unformed, 
but prospering in several stages from 
hunting to mixed farming. 

The genius of the Chesapeake society 
“lay in agriculture and politics; it dis- 
played itself to the world as noblesse 
oblige, gracious hospitality, zest for liv- 
ing, effortless courtesy.” Its unique bour- 
geois aristocracy, possessing a wealth 
that was illusory rather than real, were 
men of intellect, but not intellectual. The 
Anglican Church, established in the 
Southern colonies, was a social rather 
than a religious institution. Of spiritual 
nurture it “had little enough to give, and 
it gave less.” 

Newness and wealth (the greatest in 
the colonies) were the outstanding char- 
acteristics of the Carolina Society. 
Charleston possessed the one leisure- 
class society of Colonial America, the 
only people ‘‘among whom ‘the unbought 
graces of life’-—enjoyment, charm, refine- 
ment—became the summum bonum.” But 
there was lacking the sense of obligation 
for the countryside whence their wealth 
was drawn. Asa result there was a feeble 
church, feeble schools, and inadequate 
justice for those who remained on the 
land. 

Presbyterians will read with special 
interest the author’s account of the varied 
Society in the Back Settlements, for here 
the Scotch-Irish, with their Presbyterian 
background, were the dominant element, 
and it was among them that Presby- 
terianism in the Colonial period found 
its greatest strength. It is here, perhaps, 
that Presbyterians need most of all to 
distinguish between myth and reality. 
According to Professor Bridenbaugh these 
emigrants from Ulster were “ undisci- 
plined, emotional, courageous, aggres- 
sive, pugnacious, fiercely intolerant, and 
hard-drinking, with a tendency to in- 
dolence.”” They produced ambitious lead- 
ers, however, “with the virtues of the 
warrior and politician. As viewed by 
others, these were hard and unlovely 
qualities, effective in a new country 
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withal.” The church was the most in- 
fluential institution of the Back Country. 
As the author notes, it was a stronger 
force for discipline than the government, 
and the Presbyterian Church in parti- 
cular, took the lead in providing opportu- 
nities for common-school and higher ed- 
ucation. 

Professor Bridenbaugh has written a 
book distinctive in content, charming in 
style. It will prove of absorbing in- 
terest to anyone interested in the Colonial 
South. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


THEY LIVE FOREVER. By Clarence 
W. Kerr. Cowman Publications, Inc., Los 
Angeles. 114 pp., $1.50 


The preface to the title, “Our Chris- 
tian Dead, They Live Forever,” gives us 
an idea of the contents of the book. 

The chapters are divided into the an- 
swering of those questions (on this sub- 
ject) most often asked ministers. 

The work is scriptural, with passages 
quoted, and with that which is a reason- 
able inference from Biblical teachings. 

The book should prove to be excellent 
material for Easter sermon study, post- 
Easter teachings and for comfort of the 
bereaved. 

Several chapter headings are “Shall 
We Recognize Our Loved Ones?” (in 
Heaven); “Do They Think of Us?”; 
and “Do the Christian Dead Know Any- 
thing About Us?” 

The author, a successful pastor (Pres- 
byterian, USA) has been recognized in 
Who’s Who on the Pacific Coast? 

Cuas. A. SHELDON 
Shreveport, La. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Myths and Realities. Societies of the 
Colonial South. Carl Bridenbaugh. 
Louisiana State University Press, Baton 
Rouge. $3.25. Life in the rural south in 
the 18th century. 

How to Understand Propaganda. Al- 
fred M. Lee. Rinehart & Co., N. Y. $3. An 
important examination of means and 
methods in the current struggle for the 
minds of men. 

The Whippoorwill. Frances’ Torian 
Johnson. Exposition Press, N. Y. $3.50. 

The Treatment of the Young Delin- 
quent. J. Arthur Hoyles. Philosophical 
Library, N. Y. $4.75. 
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We, the Few. John L. Hawkinson, Ex- 
position Press, N. Y. $3.50. 

Ancient Christian Writers—St. Ire- 
naeus. Translated by J. P. Smith. The 
Newman Press, Westminster, Md. $3.25. 

Divine Direction or Chaos? Charles H. 
Lee. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $3.00. 

Pioneers of the New World. Elsie H. 
Spriggs. Library Publishers, N. Y. $2.75. 

The Missionary Story Hour. Compiled 
by Nina Millen. Friendship Press, N. Y. 
$2.00, cloth. $1.50, paper. 

Don’t Be Afraid of Your Child. Hilde 
Bruch. Farrar-Straus & Young, N. Y. 
$3.75. 

Commentary on the Gospels. Ronald 
A. Knox. Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $3.75. 

Modern Science and Modern Man. 
James B. Conant. Columbia University 
Press, N. Y. $2.25. 

Jesus Christ and His Cross. F. W. Dil- 
listone. The Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $2.50. 
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Moments of Devotion 


Meditations and Verse 


@ In these twenty-six inspiring 
devotions, a renowned poet of our 
time gives generously of her radi- 
ant life and talent. Using Scrip- 
ture, prose, original poems, and 
prayer, she emphasizes the rich re- 
wards of the Christian experience. 


Each meditation fills some need 
of the human heart—and vividly 
expresses an aspiration or spirit- 
ual experience common to men 
and women everywhere. 


Simple in plan, down-to-earth in 
content, MOMENTS OF DEVO- 
TION will be a cherished friend, 
companion, 
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worship. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


W. Ivan Hoy, of Portsmouth, Va. will 
serve as temporary supply pastor of the 
Asheboro, N. C., church. Box 12. 

J. R. Woodson from Patrocinio, Minas, 
Brazil, now on furlough, to 1453 S. Third 
St., Louisville, Ky. 

T. Russell Nunan, now in the chaplain- 
cy, is at 85 Teresita Blvd., San Francisco 








Daniel B. Eveland, Frostburg, Md., will 
become pastor of the First church, Canons- 
burg, Pa., Feb. 1, 216 Hawthorne St. 

W. L. Hicks from Hooks, Texas, to 8317 
Highcrest, Houston 24, Texas, where he 
has become pastor of the Spring Branch 
church. 

Wm. Calvin Colby from Elberon, N. J., 
to 405 W. 23rd St., New York, N. Y. 

E. Lee Stoffel, Maxton, N. C., has ac- 
cepted a call to the First church, Florence, 
Ala., effective Feb. 15, succeeding D. W. 
Hollingsworth, now retiring, who has been 
pastor there for the past 35 years. 

James Salango, of Hinton and Prince- 
ton, W. Va., has accepted a call to the 
Woodland church, Louisville, Ky., and has 
already begun his work. 

R. L. McLaurin, who has been an elder 
in the Oakland Heights church, Meridian, 
Miss., was recently licensed to preach un- 
der the “extraordinary clause” by Merid- 
ian Presbytery and is temporarily sup- 
plying the Oakland Heights church. 

D. Grier Woody recently resigned as 
pastor of two churches near Williamston, 
N. C., and was given permission to labor 
outside the bounds of Albemarle Presby- 
tery. 

Sam N. Milton, formerly of West Point, 
Miss., has been installed as pastor of the 
Lakeview church, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

John C. Craven, who has been studying 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, has begun his 
work as pastor as Bartow, Fla. 

B. L. Bowman, who has been pastor of 
the First church, Sarasota, Fla., has re- 
signed that work in order to begin a new 
church in the Whitfield Estates section of 
the same city. 

F. H. Daniel, of the Graham church, 
Bluefield, W. Va., is the new pastor of the 


“Send us laborers” 
cries the church 
and so we send these- 
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church, effective Jan. 
DEATH 

Hugh Roderick Murchison, 8°, died at 
his home in Columbia, 8. C., Dec. 21. Fol- 
lowing a number of South Carolina pas- 
torates, Dr. Murchison served as professor 
of Bible and chaplain at the University of 
South Carolina 1926-46, following which 
he became chaplain emeritus. 

Linius L. Strock, 79, died in St. Peters- 
burg, Fla., Dec. 29. He was pastor emeritus 
of the First (USA) church, Arlington, 
Va. 

MASSANETTA’S MEN 

Speakers at next summer’s (July 24-26) 
men’s conference at Massanetta Springs, 
Va., will include: Geo. D. Heaton, Char- 
lotte, N. C., James Cleland, Duke Divinity 
School, Judge Mac Swinford of Kentucky, 
Edward D. Grant, Baton Rouge, La., and 
Donald W. Richardson, Richmond, Va. 


St. Johns Presbytery 
Rescinds Lapsley Action 


After asking Knoxville Presbytery last 
summer to restrain Samuel B. Lapsley 
from laboring within its boundaries, St. 
Johns Presbytery (Florida) rescinded the 
former action at its last meeting by a close 
vote. The majority action said the earlier 
request had been made without sufficient 
information and expressed its apologies 
to Mr. Lapsley. 


The resolution of last summer had de- 
clared that Mr. Lapsley had been “ap- 
proaching certain individual elders of 
several of our churches and advocating 
the organization of a Continuing Church, 
and all this without permission of the ses- 
sions, or the presbytery or knowledge of 
our ministers.” At that time he was 
serving as the representative of the “As- 
sociation for Preserving the Southern 
Presbyterian Church.” 

In a recent appeal for funds (Novem- 
ber), this agency (APSPC) declared in 
a letter sent to its members that “the spe- 
cial educational work being done by Rev. 
Samuel B. Lapslev is beginning to count 
in a fine way.” 
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